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Kanji are hard

e Core set of kanji over 2000 characters

e Each one has multiple reading
e 1T:gy0, ko, isku, okonasu, okoenau, yueki, yasru

e Students spend 6 years learning core set

e Need thousands more for serious reading



Hanja are hard

e King Sejong, Joseon, 1443: Korean is not like
Chinese

e Introduced Hangeul, a script designed for
Korean, to replace Chinese characters

e Alphabetic system with syllable clusters

stL1—2 o si3



Hangeul-like script
for Japanese?

e Japanese isn't like Korean either - sound
system is quite different

e Hangeul don't always fit

e So: Modify Hangeul for Japanese



Vowels

Fa li —u 1e, 0
O as null consonant
— as long vowel mark

Fya, + Yyu, . YO



Consonants

Korean has unaspirated, aspirated, tense
Japanese has voiceless, voiced

Use simple glyph for voiceless, add one
stroke for voiced

1/nk/g, A/A s/z, B/ t/d



Consonants

Kana scripts have only 9 consonants; use various hacks to
support more

A
iE£ — Uk (£ — gF)
Lv — Ut

5 - Xt
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